
Where UMNH files landownership data in EMu. This is not 
info we share currently.  

The first section is entered here in the sites modules: The 
current landowner is usually derived from the collector’s 
permit. In other cases maps.  

The decision authority refers to who needs to be asked if 
permission to do some type of activity is required. In 
some cases such as donated material off private land or 
material collected on State land- UMNH is the authority. 
Also, where a MOU designates UMNH as the authority. 
Otherwise it is the same as the LOMTOC (Land owner/ 
manager at time of collection) which is listed below.  

These next sections link (blue fields) to the transaction 
module/ accession record. One needs to know which 
accession the specimen or artifact was linked to in order 
to determine the landowner/ manager at that time.  In 
the record below, the site changed ownership over time 
and the table allows the history to be documented.  

A question was asked “Who has a system to track land 
ownership that they are happy with.” I would not say I’m 
totally happy with this system as there are holes. If a 
specimen or artifact is not linked to an accession, this 
info will not be there. If someone reads the decision 
authority without looking for the correct transaction, the 
info could be wrong. If the site record was not created, 
the info would not be there. As a western state museum, 
much of our collections, legacy and current, are off public 
lands where ownership information is vital. However, 
when designing EMu there was not a solution to this, so 
we developed our own. It could be improved.  

Send any questions and comments to 
jkrishna@umnh.utha.edu- Janaki Krishna, Registrar 
UMNH  

mailto:jkrishna@umnh.utha.edu-

